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T'HE PcDnsyhTinia Society for f romoting thv 
abolition of slaver}'-, for the relief of free liegroes un- 
lau'fuily held in bondage and for improving the con- 
dition of the Africcui Race, has been impelled by 
urgent considerations to lay the following- represen- 
tation before the public. 

The Society originated in a vokmtary association^ 
ibrmed shortly after the passage of the Act of Marcli 
1st, 1780, for the gradual abolition of siaveiy, A 
law which, although it did not pursue the fuU deve- 
iopement of natural rights set forth in our State con- 
stitution, has the merit of he'wg the first legisla- 
tive procedure in any nation, in favour of the unfor- 
tunate African, and of having laid a foundation on 
which Reason, Humanity and Justice have since 
raised some valuable superstructures. 

Soon after this law Was passed, it was perceived 
that its moderate and humane provisions v/ouid ofteu 
be evaded — that the humble efforts of the uiiassisted 
black, tok.obtain the freedom to which he might be 
entitled, would too frequently fail and that the law 
would probably remain the empty ornament of our 
code, without yielding even the imperfect benefits it 
intended. 

It is in cases a dutv on citiz'ens to enforce the 
laws of their country. If a law is inexpedient it sl^ouid 
be repealed, biit while it retains the ch.tracter, it oi^^tii 
to be csccompanied by the powers of a national m!^; 
of action. 
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11"} c A.isockiicti, coii'Hniag iiiicU to n/r-^ dnty, ii«i.ix 
the satislactioaj as piir. :J»>ks bexaiH^: }<v:ov;rij t.o 
liiVvi its iiurabcrii increase. 

The Legislature approved the coiircc. it piirsiiCLL 
and hi the year 1789 aa act vvas passed to inccrponito 
it by the title it now bears. 

The veiierubie name of Frankliii would not have 
been found in the Kst of its presidents, had 'lOt its 
principles possessed that tendency to public good 
which his superior mind enabled h'^ so well to per- 
ceive and his bexievolei.t heaj t dways him to pro. 
mote 

With hif.name we unite tltose of JamesPemberton, 
Beiijaiui;: Rush ai:-* Caspar Wistar, who successively 
occupied the same office, of a!i of whom it is barely 
justice to say that they would not have consented to 
fiii a station inconsistent with the best interests of 
humanity. 

The first object enumerated in the corporate title 
was to promote the abolition of slavery^ to convince 
the slaveholder of the injustice of this unnatural spe- 
cies of property which seems now to be generally 
reprobated in the abstract, bat which in some other 
states has become practically interwoven in tlieir sys- 
tems. 

The climate arid the soil, the moral, religious and 
political habits of Pennsylvania refute all pretence for 
the continuance of it among us. Public opinion slow- 
ly advancing has gradually reduced the number of 
our slaves and the co-operation ^f time will soon ef- 
face the stain entirely. 

The second object was to procure the freedom of 
those who were unlawfully held in bondage. In tliis 
respect the efforts -of the Society were expensive and 
Saboriousj, and it is believed that no instance of un- 
just detention within the sphere of their powers canie 
to their knowledge without being made a subject of 
tlieii" care. This is at present chiefly confii^ed to thif^ 
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•of a, diihonoui^ible c-kss of y;ier> who soioctmies vio- 
lently seizCj or under false pretences arrest by colour 
of lav,' free persons resident aiuORij izs, and who are 
often defected in can-ying- through oar state those 
whom they liave purchased or stoieii elsewhere, fuc 
the purpose of sale in rhe Kouihem piuls of the Union. 

The third object, the improvement of the condi- 
tion of the Africau nice is of extensive and increas- 
ing concern. 

The descendants of those who were brought into 
our. countiy by force, and compelled to constant 
labour, with ^iftle attentioii to the cultivation of their 
minds have a just claim upon us for instruction ^and 
assistance, to endeavour to render them more capable 
of encountering the difficulties of ignorance and po- 
verty, and of bexjoming useful citizens. 

O je of the best monies of attaining this desirable 
object at present, seems to be to attend to the educa- 
tion of their children. For this purpose schools have 
been instituted and pains have been taken to induce 
the parents and friep.ds to send their children to re- 
ceive instruction. 

But in relation to all these objects, and particular- 
ly the last, the Society finds itself limited aiv! re- 
strained by inadequacy of funds. Were its meaas 
equal to its wishes a general plan of competent edu- 
cation would be adopted, by which it would be. in 
the power of every parent of the coloured race to 
give his child an opportunity of acquiring tJie art 
of reading, writing, and primary arithmetic. 

With this preparation it is proposed that the 
young men should be placed out to mechanic and 
agricultural employments, aad it is lu>Md that on 
such a foundation they would be found able to sup- 
port themselves in a reputable and useful manner. 

In pursuit of these three great objects many of 
the members of this, Society have employed a great 



pordoil of their tiwie, and individually iucuiTed con- 
fide rab»e expence; they kwe frequently met with 
opposition from the interested, the unfeeling and the 
iinirJbrmed; their intentions have been misinterpret- 
ed, theii' efforts resisted j and their chaa'acters tradu 
ced. Yet they have persevered, and conscious of 
the integrity of their motives and tlie obligations of 
their charter, they mean to persevere in " promoting 

the abolJ.tion of slavery" wherever it is found prac- 
ticable; in "relieving free nej^roes unlawfully held 

in bondage" wherever the fact comes within the 
sphere of their corporate powera and the iaw will af- 
ford relief, and in *' improving the condition of the 

African race" by extending the means of instruc 
tion, promoting industry, encour*,^ing those who 
are honest and laborious, and aiding when neces- 
sary in the punishment or coercilon of those who are 
incorrigibly depraved. 

This statement of our labors and our views, it is 
hoped will meet with the approbation of the com- 
ra;unity> 

But the finances of our bcA-ietyj originally slen- 
der, have been reduced by the necessity of constant 
disbursements, A call for pecuniary assistance is ge- 
nerali)'" unwelcome, yet it is hoped that on those who 
may conci^r with us in thinking that the system we 
have pursued is eventually conducive to national be- 
nefit, the call will not be made iei vain, ' 

A committee appointed for the purpose v/ill short- 
ly wait on our fellow citizens, and those who are in- 
clined, without further application, to transmit their 
donations to the Treasure^, Thomas Shipley, will re- 
ceive the thanks of the Societ y 

By order of the SGcii tif, 

W. RAWLE. President: 

Attest — B. Williams, Secretary. 

Philadeiphia, Jpnl 2% IB19, 



